As for Me and My House – Pro. 1:7, Jer. 32:38 -39 
Today we begin to examine essential truths that all godly parents must teach their children at all ages of their life.
Pro. 1 – 9 formed a set of biblical truths to be taught to children: It is the book for the young
In the next few weeks, we will examine some of these essential truths that help parents care for the souls of their children & instruction them in God’s truths
Focal Truth: Godly parents live in the fear of God & teach their children the fear of God
Do you live in the fear of God? Do your children know that you fear God? 
What does it mean for parents to teach their children the fear of the Lord? What is the fear of God? 
Observations 
1. The fear of God is a holy emotion of those who are in Christ – Pr. 1:7 
a. The ungodly sinner does not fear God – Rom. 3:9 – 18 – All are sinners 
3:18 – there is no fear of God before their eyes 
Pr. 1:7 – fools despise wisdom & instruction – sinful fools do not fear God
b. The godly are given the grace of godly fear in the new birth – Jer. 32:39 – in the new covenant promise – I will give them one heart & one way, that they may fear Me always, for their own good & for the good of their children after them 
c. Job was a man who feared God - Job 1: 8 – God said, have you considered my servant Job, no one like him on the earth, a blameless & upright man, fearing God & turning away from evil 
2. The fear of God is the holy emotion of loving reverence, submission & obedience to God as Father – Pr. 1:7 
a. Heb 12:28 – therefore, since we receive a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let’s show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence & awe, for out God is a consuming fire 
b. Luke 12:4 -5 – do not be afraid of those who kill the body, & after have nothing more they can do. But I warn you whom to fear, fear the One who after He has killed someone, has the power to throw that person into hell, yes, I tell you fear Him! 
c. Ps. 130: 3- 4 – there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared
3. The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge – Pr. 1:7
a. The fear of God produces a knowledge of man’s sinfulness through the preaching of the gospel 
Acts 2:37 – when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, & said brethren what shall we do? 
b. The fear of God produces a knowledge of God’s holiness through the truth of God’s word
Pr. 2:5 – then you will discern the fear of the Lord, & discover the knowledge of God
Ps. 145:3 – 4 – great is the Lord & greatly to be praised, His greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise Your works to another & declare Your mighty acts.  
c. The fear of God produces a knowledge for holy living through the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
Job 28:28 – behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, & to depart from evil is understanding 
Eccl. 12: 13 -14 – fear God & keep His commandments, this applies to every person. For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.

4. Godly parents live in the fear of God before their children – Gen. 31:42,53
a. Jacob was blessed by the fear of God of his father Isaac – Gen. 31:42 – To Laban his father – in – law, he said, if the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had not been for me, surely now you have sent me away empty handed. God has seen my affliction and the toil of my hands, so He rendered judgment last night
Gen. 31:53 – then Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac – his father feared God 
Jacob never forgot his father’s fear of God 
b. David sought to teach his children the fear of God – Ps 34				   Come, you children, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord – 34:11
· Who desires life& love of days that he may see good? – 34:12 
· Keep your tongue from evil & your lips from speaking deceit. – 34:13 
· Depart from evil & do good, seek peach & pursue it – 34:14 
· The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous & His ears open to their cry 34:15
· The face of the Lord is against evil doers, to cut off the memory of them from the 
earth – 34:16 
c. The fear of God is revealed in the holiness of conduct in godly parents
· Abraham – Feared God before his children 
· Job – feared God before his children
· Jacob – feared God before his children – Gen. 31:42, 45 -  
· David – feared God before his children 
d. Moses said to Israel – Deut. 6: 1 -2 – Now this is the commandment, the statutes, the judgments which the Lord your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the Lord Your God, to keep all His statutes & His commandments which I commanded you, all the days of your life, & that your days may be prolonged 
Things to Remember 
1. Godly parents live in the fear of the Lord in the presence of their children
2. Godly parents living in the fear of God bring good to their children & children’s children  
3. Children learn the fear of God from godly parents living in the fear of God
4. Only those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ will fear God 
5. Fearing God is the first lesson of Godly knowledge for children 
Daily Use – Family Challenge
1. Parents examine yourself – do you live in the fear of the Lord? 
2. Parents talk to your children about why fear of God is a good thing.
3. Parents watch for the fear of God to rise in their hearts & minds of your children as they come to follow Jesus 

	

